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BADERFIE : BEZT5E-0D8LY  The Japanese Healthcare System: Fighting to
Stay on Top

Cristina Almendarez (Yale University)
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The Japanese are well-known for their longevity. In addition, given the
successful implementation of universal healthcare coverage and the relative
ease with which government regulation is able to prevent exorbitant medical
fees, it should come as no surprise that Japan’s healthcare system is the
envy of most industrialized nations. But is it too good to be true? Rising
medical costs, due to the increasing incidence of chronic disease and the
growing elderly demographic, threaten Japan’s status as one of the

healthiest nations in the world.

In order to reduce future medical needs and ease the financial burden on
younger generations, the Japanese government is putting enormous effort
into reducing so-called lifestyle diseases, in particular metabolic syndrome.
Today, | would like to address current and future issues facing Japan’s
healthcare system, and finally to examine Japan’s innovative approaches to

tackling chronic disease.

EEEEED, EEFHILRE-BRAAXDEEESE  Marriage Difficulties in Present-Day

Japan: From a Linguistic Perspective
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Erika Alpert (University of Michigan)
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Modern Japan appears to be experiencing a crisis over 'marriage’. Since the
latter half of the 20th century, the average age at first marriage and the rate
of lifetime celibacy have both risen, while at the same time, Japan's birth rate
has fallen dramatically. Why might this be? Are the Japanese of today simply
not oriented towards marriage? Do they not desire to marry? Or, alternately,
as posited by the authors of last year's bestseller Konkatsu Jidai [The Era of
Marriage Hunting], are they simple not able to marry because of changing
social forces? During my presentation, | will briefly address the current state
of marriage in Japan, and then move on to discuss the renewed interest in
arranged marriage as a solution to the problem of non-marriage, as well as

presenting avenues for further research.

LB DR L 11£EE Buddhist Iconography and Social Activism

Charles Alvarez (Yale University)
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Currently I'm researching the connection between Buddhism and social
activism and public services. It is commonly held that Buddhism still exerts
an influence on contemporary Japanese values but how does that relate to
social activism? What | find interesting is how the relationship between
religious ideas and our world work carry themselves out. Especially
interesting in is how imagined ideas impact our world through physically
created objects and activities centered on their creation themselves. First, |
will speak about a modern example of iconography and its connection to
social activism. Then | will briefly discuss an example from the Kamakura

Period.

HELEE . EEFHHM® S Japanese Mahjong and the Law

Benjamin Boas (Brown University (Kyoto University))
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The tile game Mahjong is the most popular board game in Japan with well
over 8 million players. Since betting is involved, most Mahjong games are
technically illegal. However, when it comes to Mahjong, the enforcement of
gambling laws has almost nothing to do with whether or not the game is
played for money. Indeed, even hosting Mahjong games for the amusement
and welfare of the elderly can make one subject to arrest. In this

presentation | will examine the details of just such a case.

Yo HDEF Economics of the Yakuza

Katrina Brett (Willamette University)
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If one were to say the word “Yakuza” to the average American, he or she
would most likely imagine a group of tattooed men missing their pinky fingers
with an almost fanatical devotion to preserving their inter-organizational
relationships, not unlike the familial devotion of the American mafia.
Although the general public has become familiar with this stereotypical
image, it seems that there is comparatively little discussion regarding the
Yakuza’'s impact on both the Japanese and international economy. This
presentation will examine the circumstances surrounding this organization’s
establishment as well as its modern sources of profit and international

influences.
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Form and Content: Medieval Japanese Depictions of China
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Symbolism and Significance
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Rushelle Byfield (Yale University)
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Although Japan holds the 2nd largest pharmaceuticals market in the world it
lags in terms of access to newly made drugs. Compared to the US and
European nations which take and average of 500 days to approve a new
drug once it has been approved elsewhere, the approval time in Japan is
1400 days. In other words, patients in Japan have to wait up to 2 and half
years for access to a drug already in use elsewhere. This time difference is
known as a drug lag. The roots of this lag can be found in Japan’s drug
approval process, most especially the clinical trial system. My project
involved looking at the progress of Japan’s clinical trials as well as the

Ministry of Health, Labor, and Welfare’s response to the drug lag.

BEEMOKE L BE The Water Culture and Politics of the Lake Biwa Area

Cheng-Heng Chang (University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign)
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As the biggest freshwater lake in Japan, Lake Biwa has been suffering from

serious pollution since the Pacific War. In the 1980s, seven scholars



organized a research team to do ethnographic studies in a village in the
Lake Biwa area. They were all from different disciplines but were working on
the same topic—the tradition of water usage and the lifestyle in this region
before its modernization. In other words, they were looking at the
possibilities of creating a new environmental culture that would bring human
and nonhuman beings together. The fruits of their research are not just
academic works, but have also inspired and provided support for various

cultural and political changes concerned with environmental issues.

HERREXERRICREAZ SFABELE-BERA—BREIN-BER Japanese
Immigrants to Southeast Asia in the Meiji and Early Taisho Eras — The Overlooked

Immigrants.

Suzy Cincone (Indiana University)
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My research field is Japanese immigrants to Southeast Asia in the Meiji and
early Taisho eras. Scholarship about the Japanese experience in Southeast
Asia since the Edo period tends to focus on colonialism and events
surrounding the Pacific War, and Meiji-era immigrants are usually
overlooked. Due to their small numbers they are thought to have little
relevance to the events that followed. However, the entire Japanese
experience in Southeast Asia has been built upon the foundation created by
these early immigrants, and therefore | believe that their activities are too
important to ignore. In order to illustrate the significance of these immigrants,
the experiences of a representative immigrant of the period will be described

in this presentation. Through this individual's experience it is possible to



more clearly understand the lasting influence and historical relevance of the

activities of the Meiji era immigrants.

WHSIRRAR— FET—RFIDEXa YT 1—EFS54/82——  From Cats to Passports:

An Overview of RFID Security and Privacy Issues

Benessa Defend (University of Massachusetts)
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RFID (Radio Frequency ldentification) is a technology originally developed in
the 1930s to identify aircraft in World War Il. RFID is now used in transit
systems, pet identification, passports, and a variety of other areas. As the
use of RFID has spread, different security and privacy issues have arisen.
This talk will outline a number of potential issues for individual users and

companies, as well as discuss various solutions and countermeasures.

27 YRR EEERNE - 8O B H vs MW EH  The Fansub Phenomenon and

Legal Issues: Freedom of Information vs. Intellectual Property Rights

John de Perczel (University of Southern California)
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“Fansubbing” refers to the activity of fans who import, subtitle and distribute
foreign language media, especially with regards to Japanese anime. From
the late 1990s, this phenomenon spread to the internet. From the
perspective of intellectual property rights, this activity is almost certainly
illegal, yet advocates of the free distribution of information are increasingly

questioning this illegality.

To date, the American anime industry, in order to maintain good relations
with its fanbase, has not pursued fansubs as aggressively as other content
industries have. Yet fansubbing is generally seen as the greatest threat to
that industry. As a solution to this problem, | propose that the anime industry
as a whole must, utilizing the Digital Millennium Copyright Act and other,
similar laws, more actively pursue the protection of its intellectual property.
At the same time, working with fansubbing groups to more quickly and

cheaply distribute licensed media may be one way forward.

ERFIEREY ) BAOOFETEEEFOEBIA{E  Ongaku ha heiki nari / Music is a

weapon of war: Shouwa composers and the politicization of aesthetics

James Edwards (University of California, Los Angeles)
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How did composers respond to the Imperial Japanese cultural administrative
approach to music as a weapon of war? In this presentation, | will consider

reactions ranging from explicit resistance to proactive collaboration. Of
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particular interest is the political value of "Japanese-esque" compositions, a
controversy regarding which arose in the music press during the late 1930s.
Examining wartime attempts to link Japanese traditional musical expressive
techniques to an ontological conception of culture and a Romantic nationalist
ideology of cultural chauvinism and exclusionism, as well as period and
contemporary critiques of this ideology, | will venture a reappraisal of art
music as a politically significant facet of modern Japanese intellectual

history.

SKIPHRABDHHEHE Analysis and Refinement of SKIP Content
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BHTONRH VS TLAR—I)LEERBRTHZA  Bouncing Propaganda: Rubber Balls and

Wartime Japan

Kjell Ericson (Stanford University)
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At first glance, rubber balls do not appear to bear much relation to an
international conflict on the scale of World War II. Yet under wartime
conditions, the importance of natural resources grew to become a major

topic in people’s everyday lives.

Today’s presentation will introduce one such case study of the connection

between war and natural resources. In late 1941 and early 1942, the arrival



of boatloads of seized rubber from Southeast Asia was followed by the
distribution of vast quantities of white rubber balls to children throughout the
Japanese Empire. These toys took on a symbolic role in classrooms, serving
as a way to ask students about the sources of vital resources such as
rubber. In the end, my goal is to shed light on this lesser-known wartime
episode while exploring the ways in which toys can be used as vehicles for
propaganda.
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Style Shifting in Japanese: A study on the dependence of distal and direct forms on

politeness and awareness

Andrew Fleury (Stanford University)
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When speaking in English, our tone of voice and diction are primary markers
of politeness. When speaking in Japanese, however, we must also consider
the ending of the sentence predicate itself. Textbooks commonly refer to this
as either polite or plain style, or, to use Elanor Jorden's more germane
terminology, distal or direct. In fact, even if we use the proper vocabulary
and tone of voice, if the sentence style does not complement the diction
within, then the resulting utterance will sound strange and possibly even
offending. In this presentation | take a closer look at style-shifting in
Japanese and examine the applicability of two lines of thought regarding

politeness and style-shifting in linguistic theory.

HE . \BEEELDOBNDZTR  GAIKUU: the space between man and architecture
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The world of architectural thought has long been pervaded by an artificial
and systematic divide establishing architecture and urbanism as distinct
disciplines. This has yielded disastrous results. The intention of my research
is to attempt to create a new framework that rethinks this established mode
of thought. Using this framework, | investigate the cases of Tokyo’s
Marunouchi and Golden-Gai neighborhoods. Based off of Einstein’s concept
of space-time, this framework is known as GAIKUU, which roughly translates

to “city-space.”

BELEHOLVERIZEITSEREEE  Not Chasing Time: Time-Consciousness in
the Edo Period

Yulia Frumer (Princeton University)
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Historical documents from the late Edo and early Meiji periods clearly
indicate that the punctuality which characterizes contemporary Japanese
society is a product of calendrical reforms and time-discipline education that
began in the Meiji period. In light of this, many scholars claim that modern
Japan is characterized by its high time consciousness, and others even go
so far as to argue that time consciousness did not exist before Meiji. These
views, however, tend to identify time-consciousness with punctuality or time-
discipline, whereas in fact it is a much richer social phenomena that consists
of many various aspects. The aim of the current paper is to explicate the
diversity of time consciousness, by focusing on its specific features at a
period that is sometimes regarded as lacking this notion altogether—the Edo

period.

BDTXE5 DA*A—CHEETHER  Akihabara: Conditioning a Public ‘Otaku’

Image

Patrick Galbraith (Sophia University)

AARIE. BEO IEXH] ELTHMONDIMERICHETEAF2IDA A—
DEALEEFN - HEW - BUBMAIE, 5. REFMATERICK>THL,
253D THD,. MEREVWSIEMEELSELTHL. 72 70HE#
LZEEHBAT S, 20055FD [V —)L - Ox\>] T—LEE>MFICZ, 4T
ANFr—ERY TALFrv—L,BY, AT 7 TOMRER/"F27DIMY
EFoNAFENSD, BEASBANERELELLZ, 727 DORHKITZ®
fEL. MEFRORARIEZMMEEShi-. ERNNCDFERFFHGEEAICK YR
BEntz, TO—)L] BRERIZETDF2IDAA—=DlE, TIICEED
ANRDITEZLFIRTEH L LG 2T=DTH B,

This study will present an ethnographic snapshot of changes in Akihabara,
Tokyo’s “Electric Town” shopping district, to problematize the economic,
social and political conditioning of the otaku image. | will use the bounded
space of Akihabara as a physical signifier to trace the evolution of the otaku
image in the popular, public and political imagination. My fieldwork from
2004 to 2009 reveals a shift in media representation of Akihabara and otaku
centered on the nexus of 2005, when they were incorporated into “Cool

Japan.” Subculture became pop culture, Akihabara went from private to
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public and otaku from abject to object. The bipolar duality of the otaku
subject is reflected in the bifurcated urban landscape of Akihabara. A
convergence of discursive forces economic and political, cultural and social,
domestic and foreign conditioned a “cool” otaku image in Akihabara, which

reframed and restricted the possibilities for people gathering there.

HOE : BEDOH-IREEERSE Mori no Sato: Yokohama’s New Children’s Home

Kathryn Goldfarb (University of Chicago)
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In Japan approximately 30,000 minors live in jidoyogoshisetsu, or institutions
for children who cannot live with their parent or guardian. Although children’s
homes appear in manga or anime like “Candy Candy” or “Ashita no Jyo,”
most people in Japan do not know that jidoyogoshisetsu exist. However,
even if these institutions are hidden from general awareness, children who
live in them are often exposed to discrimination, and there are also many
cases of bullying and abuse within the institutions themselves. Additionally,
children in these institutions are rarely adopted out, and the Japanese foster

care system is not yet very developed.

This situation forms the background for the brand new “Mori no Sato”

orphanage that opens in Yokohama this month. Mori no Sato’s employees



emphasize the development and protection of the children’s “life chances,”
and work towards increasing public awareness of the plight of children in
orphanages. Even as they work toward creating an institution that is good for
the resident children, they hold as a greater goal a world in which

jidoydgoshisetsu are no longer necessary.

[/hgrib] - EIIBRICE T2 PEBFEXFEDHIE  Making the Familiar ”Novel” :

Chinese Vernacular Composition in the Tokugawa

William Hedberg (Harvard University)
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In this presentation, | will explore changing attitudes toward the composition
of fiction in Japan through a discussion of the “Chinese vernacular
movement” of the 18th century. Although novels such as Shuihu zhuan and
Sanguo zhi yanyi were dismissed as “unimportant tales” by Ming and Qing
dynasty intellectuals, works of Chinese vernacular fiction enjoyed
surprisingly high status as educational material in Tokugawa Japan’s
Confucian academies. The well-known Confucian scholar Ogyu Sorai and
his Chinese instructor Okajima Kanzan played a particularly important role in
the history of the reception of Chinese fiction in Edo-period Japan. My
presentation will discuss the contributions of these two scholars, and in
doing so discuss the “novelization” of familiar works of Japanese narrative

that occurred during the Tokugawa period.

BAQOAI/NRERIZE T B 2T  Multicultural Education in Japanese Public

Schools
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Hilary Holbrow (Boston University)

ERBEANOEE L TVWSEBEEREA. 70EKMLBRIZRYIEL
OEHPEFREFR. BN 5—ADERMAA, BREIFLSHIELDDOH
BlzEmrbhind, BADHEHER, B—HZEAL. RLZBIFTCE:
o TDEMT, BRDRIL/NHRERNED L S ITHEAFR, FHEFNEL
DOGENYNHLHIREAEREICHIELTLEHDANZEZEFZZEFTHLAIZL,
FMEERENED L SICCOFHREBIIHT IHAELEME ST TLHDH,
ZLTHEEMIZEDESICHBEREZERBLTOFEVLAEEZET S,

From long term Korean-Japanese residents, to returnee Japanese citizens
born and raised in China, to recent immigrants from South America, Japan is
home to an increasingly diverse population. The Japanese education
system, however, has long and famously emphasized uniformity and
assimilation. In light of this, | examine how Japanese public elementary and
junior high schools respond to the increasing number of students with
diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds, how stakeholders understand
students' educational needs and schools' obligations, and how the education

system can realistically be adapted to fit the situation on the ground.

ESRRIZY1T#HMERT S Using the Web for Today's Business

Matthew lannotti (University of Massachusetts)
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There are roughly 1.5 billion users on the Internet, making it the world’s
biggest single marketplace in history. There has been a big change in how
the web is used and therefore how we need to do business on the web and
in general. The latest trend on the web is the Web 2.0 movement and it is
getting the attention of a lot of major businesses. Companies that dismiss
Web 2.0 as buzzword and do not take advantage of the technologies and
ideologies behind it will lose their competitive advantage and ultimately risk
not being a success. For my presentation, | would like to suggest some of
the best practices for businesses in the Web 2.0 age that will help take

advantage of this huge marketplace.

EWMIHBTHIEREATDER Artin the Threshold of Nature and Artifice

James Jack (University of Hawaii)
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In my research | have been investigating the relationship between nature
and artifice in Contemporary art. First | would like to consider the following
question: Where does the natural environment begin and where does
civilization end? This presentation will address the continuity of relations
between nature and culture, commenting on the contemporary art movement
known as “Things School” from the 1960s. Moreover | will introduce the
position of my art works in the flow of this conceptual investigation. An
emphasis will be placed on a dynamic relationship to a site, thus revealing a

fresh perspective on fundamental questions of artistic process.

W - BhFRO/AVEH T SANKAKU: Cozy Bakery Café

Sarah Justeson (University of Buffalo)
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It seems that the stereotypical image of the Japanese working world could
be that of a corporate culture that does not value individuality. However, in
Japan, too, there are people who give it their all in order to work solo. | would
like to tell the story of one woman, Akiko, who went from a regular, company

position, to creating a self-run business.

Taking little time for herself, and limiting her work to that which can be done
by one person alone, at Akiko’s cafe she has decided her own rules. That is,
without waste, leave nothing over, and hold little regard for trends. As a part
of the community, she sells items made by customers, as well as holds live

events.

The result of her efforts is a cozy and very human place. Please relax as |
welcome you to Sankaku, a hidden away bakery cafe in a local Yokohama

neighborhood.

HMPMENTSS BT OLARICBITA2FDOEE  Intellectual Property's Godzilla:

Patent trolls and their effects in Japan

Gautam Kene (Columbia University)
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Patents have long been considered essential for protecting and rewarding
inventors. However, only in the past 30 years have international patent rights
gained real teeth. In the US, stronger patent rights have brought the
emergence of patent trolls. Patent trolls are entities that acquire patent rights
from inventors solely so that they can sue major companies in search of
million dollar settlements. In this presentation | will analyze the patent
litigation of the top US patent acquirers, both Japanese and American. We
will see how recent changes in the patent laws have affected the litigation
stances of Japanese companies, how they are coping with those changes,
and whether the experience in the US will migrate to Japan as Japan

increases patent protections as well.

ABXRIZBEIFATATEFI4YIAL b~ -T—4T 424 Blogs and Affiliate Marketing

Helen Kenyon (University of Cambridge)
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Blogs have gained significant popularity in Japan following the introduction of

Japanese language tools in 2002. According to a survey by the Ministry of



Internal Affairs and Communications, there are now over 3 million active

blogs.

Of course, industry has also picked up on blogs and their potential as an
advertising tool. Many firms use ‘affiliate marketing’, the system by which a
blogger advertises products on their blog in return for financial rewards. At
the same time, many readers object to the influence of industry on blogs and
in some cases this may lead to ‘flaming’; in other words, a large number of

critical comments being posted on a blog.

In this presentation | will consider whether or not such cases of ‘flaming’
reflect the general attitude of Japanese internet users towards affiliate

marketing blogs.

WEID A VE% The Yamanashi Wine Industry

Aaron Kingsbury (University of Hawaii)
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Wine has been produced in Yamanashi Prefecture for around 1300 years.
This presentation traces many historical and contemporary changes in the
industry to outline future doctoral research. Wine consumption across Japan,
the Agriculture Land Act, Yamanashi wine production history and relations
with local grape production are highlighted. In addition, the goals,
methodologies and expected results of this future doctoral research will be

presented.

BAOXRPHE : A>T 5EAy P45 Japan’s China Policy: Hedging and
Binding

Daniel Kliman (Princeton University)
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The rise of China poses a significant challenge for Japan’s international
relations. Thus far, Japan has responded to China’s emergence as a Great
Power by binding and hedging. Japan has sought to bind China by
embedding it in a range of international institutions. At the same time, Japan
has hedged against China though strengthening its alliance with the United
States and developing closer ties with other nations in East Asia. Japan’s
choice of strategy reflects China’s closed political system. Because the
Chinese government lacks transparency, its future intentions are impossible
to discern. As a result, in order to prepare against the possibility that China
may ultimately adopt a hostile posture, Japan has little recourse but to

supplement binding with hedging.

OyY - R43—: BADBEEERTODHEFEZELHAIFT  Rock Star: The Quest for Fame

in the Japanese Music

Anthony Koutzoukis (Berklee College of Music (Cornell University))
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To the average consumer of music in Japan, the inner workings of the music
industry can seem mysterious. In this presentation, while outlining how a
band achieves success in the world’s second largest music industry, | will
explore the role that music consumers play in this process. In addition, | will
discuss how consumer perception of a band’s degree of success can differ
from reality.

HOALE, BEDEFE ! Don’t screw with me, Japanese job market

Christopher Kulesa (Stanford University)
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Join me as | look back on my job hunt in Japan, during the course of which |
actively pursued 17 companies, had over 22 interviews, handed in 10
statements of purpose, and took more than 5 tests. By relating my
experiences to you, | hope to teach you a type of “Business Japanese” that
you will never learn in a classroom setting. In the end, | did manage to find
employment at a translation company. However, it is often said that one
learns more from one’s failures than one’s successes, and so | will relate to

you one of my most painful episodes.

BAHEtE 4 —ZEFRESEFEL LS : Kanji in ContextZiPhonelZ Bringing the Inter-

University Center to the World: Kanji in Context for the iPhone

Daniel Kurtz (Northeastern University)
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To Japanese language students who have not attended the Inter University
Center, but have acquaintances who have, perhaps the most well known
part of the study program is the Kanji in Context software. Covering all of the
jyouyou kanji in the context of vocabulary, example sentences, and
pronunciations, this study program is useful for any student who wishes to
improve their kaniji ability. Since this part of the IUC program is by and large
an independent activity, making this course available to all people would also
provide the school an easy form of advertising, along with additional sources
of revenue. This presentation is about bringing Kanji in Context to the iPhone
and iPod Touch, where there is already a market for Japanese language

software in an effort to achieve these two goals.

WHEE4 L LEDE S Natsuo Kirino’s “Ugly Women”
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BECEELXZ(T-BAENDERIE Japanese expression influenced by the Bible

Jinkyung Lee (University of Michigan)
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Contemporary world in flooded with international exchanges of culture,
language, ideas and so on. Since the Western world was gifted with
technologies that could reach themselves out to the world faster than anyone
else, the Western culture soon reached to Japan and began to influenced
Japan vivaciously around 19th century. One of the ways that the Western
culture entered the Japan was through missionary. Of course the concept
itself was not absorbed, but it impacted in infusing with new concept that was
very ‘Western’. | focused on looking at few words and expressions that was
influenced by such phenomenon where the meaning was newly discovered
or developed. Those are absolutely generalized words and expression, such

as the word ‘love’, and | gave presentation on the root of the development.

HETOAXFELMAXE— [BRBEZE] #dulh& LT The Japan Empire and the

Local Cultural Movement in Taiwan during Wartime - Focusing on Folklore in Taiwan

Hsin-Chieh Li (University of California, Irvine)
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Based on research done in the context of Taiwan Studies over the past ten
years, variations of the Japanese colonial policy known as the Kouminka
Movement have become better understood. In this presentation, | plan to
introduce a recent study of the cultural policy implemented by the Konoe
Cabinet and the ways in which local cultural movements responded to this
policy. The purpose is to draw attention to how local intellectuals redirected

the policy to serve their own concerns, and to see how policy makers in



Tokyo were pushed to adjust their perception of Japan as a modern country

when responding to such local movements during the war.

ERHE—OEREBORIERER : REOBEDIEEESE] Takahashi Yuichi’s Works

and his Spiral Painting Exhibition Space: Spiral Architecture of a Pleasure Garden
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PAODOXARN DB DR I75 0 R2EMEFR  The San Francisco Peace Treaty in Four

Contexts

Jennifer Miller (University of Wisconsin)
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In 1951, 49 countries signed the San Francisco Peace Treaty, officially
ending World War 1l in the Pacific. As this treaty shaped U.S.-Japanese
relations for the remainder of the twentieth century, it is often examined in a
framework of U.S.-Japanese relations. The San Francisco Peace treaty,
however, was not a bilateral agreement. Rather, it was a global treaty signed
by a variety of countries and as such, can be explored as a window into
various processes of the early Cold War era. To examine these pressures
more specifically, this presentation will interpret the San Francisco Peace

Treaty in four different contexts.

KEHEBERDER : i EXILODR  Between opposition and cooperation:

Burakumin and Modern Japan

Ryan Moran (University of California, San Diego)
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In this presentation, | sought to understand the relationship between minority
social movements and the nation state. Specifically, | investigated the
Buraku Liberation Movement. Rather than take the Buraku as an ontological
given, my research identifies the beginnings of the Buraku as a unified social
movement in the post-Meiji period. The focus of this paper, however, is not
the Buraku per se, but the relationship between the Buraku and the nation
state during a period when the physical and intellectual definitions were
rapidly changing due to colonial expansion. After the outbreak of Total War
in the 1930s, for example, some Buraku leaders advocated cooperating with
the state as a means to improve the conditions of Buraku villages. Thus, the
consolidation and concomitant expansion of Japan as a nation-state had a

tremendous impact on the development of Buraku as an defined identity

group.

ZEBMNDIEA Those Colorful Picture Books
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HEDBLRETHSLEBLTETSRX Japan’s “Hooterasu”: Light for All people

Rei Onishi (Harvard University)
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One of the recommendations issued in 2001 by Japan’s Judicial Reform
Council in an effort to dramatically improve people’s access to the justice
system was to establish a network of comprehensive legal aid centers
around the country. Called “Houterasu,” a phrase playing on the words, ;%
(law) and #& 59 (to illuminate), these legal aid centers were opened in 2006
across the country, offering regular people legal advice, guidance about
legal procedure, and even representation in court. In this presentation, | will
discuss the Houterasu, outlining the aspirations motivating its creation,
describing its features, and examining some of the challenges facing it as an
institution. In so doing, | will analyze Japan’s approach for improving its

people’s access to justice.

FADIBREMES— A > In Search of the Perfect Bowl of Ramen

Aaron Otani (Yale University)
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It is believed that “ramen” was originally a Chinese noodle dish, first
introduced to Japan in the 17th century. Since then, Japan has adopted it as
its own, to the extent that some even refer to it as its national food. Ramen—

its noodles, toppings, and especially its broth—continues to evolve even



today. From traditional soy sauce and salt broths came the miso and pork-
bone broth booms, after which “double soup,” “double taste,” tsukemen, and
soup-less noodles have become the new fads. Within all this, what qualities
make up my perfect bowl of ramen? Having eaten at various ramen shops, |

will finally attempt to answer this question.

TIEDZHE : HHiARKBFEDEAE Exceptional Drawing Techniques and Evolvement of

Aesthetic Sense in Ukiyo-e Prints of Beauty

Zhiying Qian (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign)
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Ukiyo-e, the stunningly beautiful wood-block prints, flourished in Edo Japan,
when the merchant class, with their political power removed, turned to full
enjoyment of the sorrowful and ephemeral world of fleeting things. Hence,
prints of beauty, a genre describing the unearthly beauty of courtesans,
embrace several unique techniques, such as visually striking and fresh color,
anti-perspective composition and advanced printing techniques, to fulfill their
functions as advertisements. Contrastive colors and anti-perspective
composition are conducive to conveying a lively and cheerful atmosphere
and colorless concavo-convex to detailed descriptions of kimono, snow,
wave, etc. Moreover, this speech showcases several masterpieces by
Harunobu Suzuki, Kiyonaga Toryi, and Utamaro Kitagawa to illustrate the
evolvement of aesthetic sense in various developmental stages of prints of

beauty.
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B S RFETCEHDHRIIKEELZDOR(FH/EZHLI-0OD : SHOEFHFELICHTS
#5811 &1E  Did a recent decision of the Fukuoka District Court allow the defendent to

benefit from leaving the scene of the accident? : what is meant by "severe

punishment" towards drunk drivers who leave the scene.

Brian Quinn (St. John's University (Cornell University))
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Since 2001, in response to public demand, the Road Traffic Law and Penal
Law have been repeatedly amended to increase penalties for drunk-driving
offenses. For example, in drunk-driving cases resulting in death, the 5 year
maximum penalty has increased to 20 years. Because of this change, the
number of hit-and-runs has increased due to the fear of severe punishment.
In such cases, the drunk driver flees the scene to prevent the testing of the
BAC at the time of the accident, making it more difficult for the prosecution to
prove the defendant's guilt. Recently, in a case where the defendant fled the
scene and drank water to lower the BAC, the Fukuoka District Court ruled
that the defendant was not guilty of the more severe drunk-driving law;
rather, the defendant was found guilty of the lesser punishable crime of
negligence. In this presentation, | will analyze this problem and the public's

response to it.

HEto TEMRMEEI : BEP, 7aFrUXA, HBXOBGAYE The Discourse of

Mixed-Blood Children in Postwar Japan: Eugenics, Nationalism, and the Politics of

Sex
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Kristin Roebuck (Columbia University)
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During the era of the Allied Occupation and Korean War, many Japanese
women entered into sexual relations with American and European men.
From these unions approximately 10,000 “mixed-blood” children were born.
A ferocious debate about the conditions of these children’s conception and
the meaning to be ascribed to their existence has been ongoing for the last
50 years. A central point in the debate is whether these international sexual
relations can be deemed consensual. Many argue that whether postwar
politics, extreme poverty, or outright violence were the means, the women
were coerced; and not only into acts of sex, but into bearing and raising the
conquerors’ children as well. On the other hand, those who find that the sex
was consensual tend to hold the women responsible for betraying their
nation and race. Either position depends on the definition of sex and
propagation with Western men as a humiliation and a crime, the only point of
dispute being whether responsibility for that crime rests on foreign men
alone, or on native women as well. Either interpretation tends to deny
meaningful agency and authentic subjectivity to the women who are objects
of inquiry. Furthermore, viewing “mixed-blood” children as crimes against
their mothers and/or the Japanese people and state promotes the postwar
narrative of Japanese victimhood at the cost of sustaining prejudice toward
these minority children. That mothers and children alike may be less victims

of foreign men than of domestic racial nationalism remains sadly obscured.
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Life span is dictated in great part by lifestyle, especially by diet, exercise,
mental health and use of tobacco and alcohol. The three main causes of
death in Japan and America (heart disease, stroke and cancer) are all
lifestyle-related diseases, and as such may be controlled with healthy
choices. It is extremely important to control intake of sodium, fats (especially
saturated and trans fats) and calories. Furthermore, avoiding burnt (like
barbeque), fried and processed foods, as well as smoking and drinking as
much as possible is also very important. With the proper lifestyle decisions it
is possible to lead a longer, healthier life with less disease and disability and

incurring less medical costs.
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My research will compare Syriac Christian liturgical drama with Japanese
Noh drama. By reading these religious stage-crafts against one another, |
hope to carry out a deterritorializing investigation of the performance of
ideology. In this presentation, | will discuss a narrative/dialogic verse homily
by the fourth-century Syriac deacon and poet Ephrem, in which he
dramatizes the story in the Gospel of Luke, chapter seven, of the “sinful
woman” who washed Jesus’ feet with her tears and received forgiveness for
her sins. Here, | will focus on the function of Satan, who does not appear in
the Gospel account. In western Christianity Satan only tempts people to sin,
and when sin is committed God sees it absolutely. By contrast, in this verse
homily Satan is the one who, by seeing human beings, discovers sin which
did not exist prior to his act of sight. Thus Jesus becomes a God who turns

away Satan’s disciplinary gaze.
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Andrew Stuerzel (Wesleyan University)
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The processes we commonly refer to as “modernization” have refashioned
not only human economies and societies, but have also radically

reconfigured both animal lives and human-nature relations. By focusing on
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the development of Hokkaido's salmon canning industry during the Meiji-era,
this presentation asks how human-salmon interactions were transformed in
the course of a few decades, and how one particular kind of animal - salmon
- has itself been “modernized.” Using examples from Japan's first salmon
cannery, Hokkaido's salmon hatchery system, and the international salmon
trade, | probe how the advent of Hokkaido's “modern” fisheries industry has

altered both North Pacific ecosystems and the bodies of salmon themselves.
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Jesse Veverka (Cornell University)
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As the director, | will present my feature length documentary travel-log
“China: The Rebirth of an Empire.” Along with my brother | visited various
countries in Asia, including China, in order to investigate China’s economy,
foreign relations, military objectives and human rights environment while
examining the benefits and challenges presented in the 21st century by
China’s rapid economic growth. The US and Japan are currently the first and
second largest economies in the world, but China is catching up. What
should Japan do when China becomes the world’s biggest economy? And

what eventually happens when the American Empire collides with China’s?
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Over my years as a student | have enjoyed a great number of Studio Ghibli’'s
various feature length films and shorts, however the film that most caught my
attention was “Howl’'s Moving Castle”. As | watched the film, each time | only
conjured up more questions about the characters’ actions, interactions and
the growth and change of their inner- and outer-selves. Thus, | decided to
take advantage of the opportunity presented by the project work at the IUC,

and investigate the answers to such questions.

During my look into the film, | examined elements such as the characters’
physical transformations, the role of “love”, confidence and determination,
and the significance of outward appearance. In this presentation | will

analyze a number of these components.
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Commonly referred to as shoshika, Japan is faced a falling birthrate caused
by the demographic trend towards having fewer children. In 1989, Japan’s
experienced the the“1.57” shock when its fertility rate plummeted to all-time
post-war low, leading the Japanese government to take policy action in an
effort to reverse the shoshika trend. However, government policy attempts
have been unsuccessful thus far and in 2009 the government released
statistics revealing that the number of children in Japan had plummeted to
an all-time low of 17,140,000 children, following 28 consecutive years of

decline.

While considering the current state of shoshika, this study addresses policy
actions the government has taken, focusing on the “Angel Plans”. By
comparing and contrasting the incentives and the results of the first three
Angel Plans (“The Basic Direction for Child Rearing Support Measures,”
“Basic Principles to Cope with a Fewer number of Children,” and “Measures
to Cope with a Fewer number of Children Plus One”) this study aims to
provide a survey of Japan’s Angel Plans prior to the release of the

government’s new Angel Plan in 2009.
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Discrimination and Assimilation of Resident Koreans in Japan

Sharon Yoon (Princeton University)
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This presentation will focus on the process of identity construction of
Resident Koreans in Japan (Zainichi), and in particular the role that religion
plays in identity construction. The data used for this research project is
largely based on 8 months of participant observation of a Young Adults
group in the Resident Korean Christian Tokyo Church and four life-history
interviews of officers in the Young Adults group. | found the church to be an
interesting institution in so far as it is often viewed as a place where people
gather freely to construct identities that are based on a relatively broad and
inclusive notion as individuals who are “children of God” rather than being

bound by narrow and exclusive frameworks as ethnicity or citizenship.

The members of the Young Adults group that | studied come from diverse
backgrounds. For instance, the group includes such individuals as
naturalized third generation Zainichi Koreans, or second generation Zainichi
Koreans who have Korean citizenship but use Japanese names, or even so-
called “normal” Japanese people. Such various individuals meet together
every week on Sunday to reconstruct an identity that they is a more
appropriate and fitting reflection of who they are, an identity that is
oftentimes not “acceptable” or understood by Japanese society. This
presentation will concretely attempt to portray how such types of identity

construction take place in the church.
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As Japan’s defeat became inevitable in the Second World War, Vice Admiral
Onishi of the Imperial Navy devised a desperate war tactic known today as
the kamikaze special attack corps. It has been long assumed that as a result
of militaristic indoctrination, young soldiers, which included special attack
corps members, gladly gave up their lives for the emperor and country.
Decades after the war, it became apparent that these scenarios were far
more unusual than initially expected. In this presentation, | will attempt to
examine the general sentiment that existed among both soldiers and youth
in this time period and will focus specifically on the expression and

suppression of emotion among the special attack corps members.



